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Section 3: Academic Assessments
Instructions: As applicable, provide the information regarding a State’s academic assessments in the text
boxes below.

A. Advanced Mathematics Coursework. Does the State: 1) administer end-of-course mathematics
assessments to high school students in order to meet the requirements under section
1111(b)(2)(B)(v)(I)(bb) of the ESEA; and 2) use the exception for students in eighth grade to take
such assessments under section 1111(b)(2)(C) of the ESEA?
☐ Yes. If yes, describe the SEA’s strategies to provide all students in the State the opportunity to be
prepared for and to take advanced mathematics coursework in middle school consistent with section
1111(b)(2)(C) and 34 C.F.R. § 200.5(b)(4).
☒ No.

B. Languages other than English. Describe how the SEA is complying with the requirements in

section 1111(b)(2)(F) of the ESEA and 34 C.F.R. §200.6(f) in languages other than English.

i. Provide the SEA’s definition for “languages other than English that are present to a
significant extent in the participating student population,” consistent with 34 C.F.R. §
200.6(f)(4), and identify the specific languages that meet that definition.

DDOE’s definition for “languages other than English that are present to a significant extent in the

participating student population” is: Any language present statewide in at least 5% of the EL

population in tested grades.

This means that there are only two "significant" languages for grades 3-8 and three in grade 11:

 Spanish – grades 3-8 and grade 11

 Haitian Creole – grades 3-8 and 11

 Arabic – grade 11

The DDOE has identified languages other than English that are present in Delaware LEAs.

Spanish is spoken to a significant extent in the grades 3-8 student population (3,443 students). At

the high school level, 181 assessments were administered to Spanish-speaking students.

Summary of Top 5 Language Counts – ELs 10/25/16

Grade

Level(s) Spanish Creole Arabic Chinese Vietnamese

Grades 3-8 3,443 241 100 67 34

Grade 11 181 18 12 2 1

ii. Identify any existing assessments in languages other than English, and specify for which
grades and content areas those assessments are available.

All grade 3-8 mathematics and science assessments are trans-adapted into Spanish. The

additional top five languages listed in the above summary chart, except Haitian-Creole, are used

in translated glossaries for the Smarter Balanced assessments, which includes the customized

translation of predetermined construct-irrelevant terms that are most challenging to ELs. The

translation of the terms is context-specific and grade-appropriate. In addition, the DDOE has

translated the spoken directions for the Smarter Balanced assessments into Delaware’s top five

languages.
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Directions for the high school assessment (SAT) have also been translated into Delaware’s top

five languages listed above. In addition, effective January 1, 2017, EL students taking the SAT

during the school day will have access to approved word-to-word bilingual glossaries in these

languages. In fall 2017, EL students taking the SAT during the school day can also receive

extended testing time (up to time and a half) and the opportunity to test in an environment with

reduced distractions. The DDOE does not offer any other native language assessments at this

time.

iii. Indicate the languages other than English identified in B.i. above for which yearly student

academic assessments are not available and are needed.

The SAT mathematics assessment is not currently provided in Spanish. DDOE continues to

research the feasibility of Spanish, the primary language of our EL population, along with

advocating for Haitian-Creole translations. Haitian-Creole is the second most common language

after Spanish.

Thus, the DDOE continues to collaborate with the Smarter Consortium of states for continued

development in reference to the number of languages and methods to improve the feasibility of

assessments in additional languages as well as other supports for non-English speaking test-takes.

Supports such as glossaries and directions in other languages are currently in place and continue

to be reviewed and expanded upon.

iv. Describe how the SEA will make every effort to develop assessments, at a minimum, in

languages other than English that are present to a significant extent in the participating

student population by providing:

1. The State’s plan and timeline for developing such assessments, including a description of
how it met the requirements of 34 C.F.R. § 200.6(f)(4);

Delaware is currently developing a plan to further address identified needs in this area. Some

strategies that will be included are:

 Continue to investigate EL supports with College Board and other states using SAT for

accountability purposes.

 Conduct feasibility studies for developing additional assessment translations (e.g.,

Creole) with Delaware Technical Advisory Committee and College Board.

2. A description of the process the State used to gather meaningful input on the need for
assessments in languages other than English, collect and respond to public comment, and
consult with educators; parents and families of English learners; students, as appropriate;
and other stakeholders; and

Organized review events occur on a yearly basis with DDOE participation with both the

Smarter Balanced consortium and the consortia of states participating in the SAT as the high

school accountability assessment.

3. As applicable, an explanation of the reasons the State has not been able to complete the
development of such assessments despite making every effort.



26

The DDOE is currently working with College Board on the development of support for

students whose first language is Spanish. Smarter currently provides supports such as

glossaries in other languages. Additional supports for other languages are being considered

and some are under development.


